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According to research published in the ADFL Bulletin, German is the whitest modern language 
discipline in the United States, with roughly 85% of BA degrees in the subject awarded to non-
Hispanic white students.1 In spite of this fact, race remains an under-studied subject in language 
disciplines.2 Due to the post-WWII tabooization of the concept of race, Germany does not track the 
racial background of its population, a fact cited by the United Nations Working Group of Experts 
on People of African Descent as contributing to the rampant racism in the country.3 Even though 
roughly a quarter of Germany’s population consists of immigrants or those with immigrant 
backgrounds, German textbooks still demonstrate what Silja Weber terms a “whiteness bias.”4 In 
this paper, part of an ongoing research project, I examine five introductory German textbooks 
(Deutsch: Na Klar!, Kontakte, Netzwerk, Neue Horizonte, and Welten) to show the subtle (and sometimes 
not-so-subtle) strategies in play in these books that reinforce the whiteness of the German language 
classroom not only in the representation of the German-speaking world but also in the 
representation of the imagined learners of German. Using Tema Okun’s theorization of “white 
supremacy culture,”5 I reveal the persistent whiteness of German, highlighting the need to rethink 
not only how we represent the German-speaking world in curricular materials, but also how we 
conceptualize the diversity of the German learner in our classrooms.  
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