
 

Life in Iowa:  
A Series of Activities for New International Students 

FALL 2009 
 

“Life in Iowa,” is a program designed to assist international students adjust to living and studying in 
Iowa.  The program is sponsored by the Office of International Students & Scholars (OISS).  All 
international and non-international students are welcome to attend!  
 
September 
 
The English You Don’t Learn                     Thurs., Sept. 24th 2:00 to 3:20 PM      The Commons, UCC 
in the Classroom  
Come to this session and learn phrases, idioms and slang terms NOT formally taught in class.  
 
October 
 
UI Homecoming Parade & Festivities  Fri., Oct. 9th  4:30 to 10:00 PM     The Commons, UCC 
Homecoming is a BIG event in America and we want to celebrate it with you! Friends of International 
Students (FIS) would like international students to be IN the parade and carry the worlds’ flags for everyone 
to see.  If you would like to march in the parade with FIS, please arrive at OISS by 4:30 p.m.  You do not need 
to be an active member of FIS to march with FIS in the parade.   
 
Dating and Friendship: American Style Fri., Oct. 23rd 7:30 to 8:30 PM      The Commons, UCC           
& Late Night Speed Dating   Fri., Oct. 23rd 9:00 PM  IMU (speed dating) 
Learn tips on how to make friends, and discover what “dating” means in America!  (Optional)-- After the session,  
we will join the “get-to-know-you” activity (known as speed-dating) offered through the Office of Student Life. 
 
 Halloween Pumpkin Carving  Tues., Oct. 27th 2:00 to 4:30 PM      The Commons, UCC 
Get ready for Halloween by joining OISS for Halloween pumpkin carving and festive snacks! 
 
November     
 
International Education Week     mid- November Look in the OISS Update for Details! 
Participate in many activities throughout the week that highlight various parts of International Programs.  
Refer to the OISS Update and International Programs website for details! 
 
Wii Night!     Thurs., Nov. 19th 6:00 to 8:00 PM     The Commons, UCC 
Join us in playing Wii!  We have karaoke, bowling, tennis, dance and other games to choose from.  Free pizza 
and refreshments provided! 
     
December           
Build a Gingerbread House   Wed., Dec. 9th  2:00 to 4:00 PM      The Commons, UCC 
Bring your friends and family to this special winter event and build your own “house” from gingerbread and 
candy!  
 
Ice Skating Party    (Check the December OISS Update for time/date details)   Coral Ridge Mall 
Whether you are an expert ice skater or just a beginner, you are invited to join the OISS ice skating party!  
Check the OISS Update in December 2009 for more details and time/date information.  
 
 See more details on the reverse side  



 

 
 
*Acronyms, Abbreviations & Definitions:   
The Commons – International Commons in the University Capitol Centre (UCC #1117) 
FIS – Friends of International Students (community organization affiliated with OISS) 
OISS – Office of International Students and Scholars 
TBA – To Be Announced.  This information will be provided later via the OISS Weekly Update. 
UCC – University Capitol Centre (the building location of the OISS)  
 
Accommodation requests: 
Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa sponsored events.  If you are a 
person with a disability who requires an accommodation in order to participate, please also contact Julie 
Pollock by phone (319) 335-0335 and/or by e-mail at: julie-pollock@uiowa.edu. 
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